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ISLAM IN THEORY AND PRACTICE
Maryam Jameelah

FROM JUDAISM TOISLAM (continued)

Since childhood | had been fascinated by
the relationship between the Jews and the
Arabs. The Jewish books| read told methat
Abraham wasthefather of both peoples; the
Jews through his son Isaac while the Arabs
traced their lineage through his elder son,
° ORI elegend or fact ? The
“%*}}“VL‘“X‘ H)"'%ant inAmerica, hatred
of Jews. Never wasthisword applied in the
caseof theArabs. Y etintermsof geography,
physical appearance and culture, the Arabs
were" Semitic” toaninfinitely moreintense
degree. On the other hand, as diluted asthe
“Semitic” inheritanceof the Jewshad become
during their long sojourn in Europe, their
basic kinship with the Arabs remained.
Indeed, many Jews | knew in my home
community, including somememberswithin
my own family, looked as “Arab” as any
Arabalthough supposedly of pure European
descent.

During the Palestine War in 1948, Zionist
propaganda in America reached its height.
Sympathy for Zionismwascombinedwithan
organized campaign by the radio and press
toincitethemost fanatical hatred against the
Arabs. Instinctively | sensed the fall acious-
ness of Zionist propaganda and to the utter

dismay of my family, increasingly identified
myself withthe Arabs. After reading every
book about the history and culture of the
Arabs available in our neighbourhood
publiclibrary, despitetheunsympathetic or
even hostile tone of most, | became firmly
convinced that the propaganda against
themwasunjust. Everything 1 learned about
the Arabs in those days had a tremendous
appeal tome. Thevery characteristicswhich
repelled the average European and
American, attracted me.

As the years passed, the realization
gradually dawned uponmethat it wasnot the
Arabswho had made Islam great but rather
Islam had madethe Arabsgreat. Wereit not
for theHoly Prophet Muhammad (peaceand
blessings be upon him), the Arabswould be
asobscure a peopletoday asthe Eskimosor
the Zulus. Were it not for the Quran the
Arabic language would be equally
insignificant if notextinct. BecausetheHoly
Prophet Muhammad ~ wasanArabandthe
Qurén revealed in Arabic, to this extent,
every Muslimintheworld, regardlessof his
racial or national origin,isan Arabby culture.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him) himself said:
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Muslims have been blessed by Allah
throughout Europe and America. We have
been blessed economically, academically and
socialy. Does this blessing demand any
responsibility fromus?Every Muslimwould
answer thisquestion affirmatively. Many of
our scholars have further defined this re-
sponsibility. Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali
Nadwi was one such scholar. He saw it not
only asour responsibility to others but even
linked it with our own religious survival.
What followswas hisadvicethat hegavein
1982in South Africato Muslimswholivein
a predominantly non-Muslim country It is
till very valid.

Prophet  had aburning desire to invite
humanity toaccept | slam. Despite 13yearsof
untiring effort in Makkatul Mukarramah
and 7 years in Madinatul Munawwarah,
there was no large-scal e conversion of non-
Muslimsintolslam. However, between7 AH
and 10 AH, after fateh Makkah until the
Prophet’ sgidemi se, therewassuch aninflux
of people entering into Islam as was not
witnessed in the preceding 20 years.

Imam Zuhri Rahmatullahi Alayh, an emi-
nent Muhaddith and Tabee, expresses sur-
prise on this change, with so many people
embracingldaminamatter of just 3years.He
along with other distinguished Muhaddith
have commented that this large scale con-
version was due to non-Muslims having an
opportunity, for thefirst time, to observeand
intermingle with Muslims, witnessing their
honesty, fair dealing, compassion, and their
sole reliance on Almighty Allah. This left
such a deep and profound impression on
non-Muslims that thousands entered into
the fold of Islam within a relatively short
period of time.

Thisincident also contains abundant les-
sons on how Muslims should live in this
country. Their conduct should beso sublime
and captivating that whosoever sees us ac-
cepts Islam. Whosoever sits with us should
be inclined towards Islam. There should be
no need to convince anyone to accept the

Truth.

Therefore, in this country, if you wish to
live peacefully and have an opportunity to
present Islam to the host community, you
will need to incul cate and manifest sterling
qualities - not just inside the Mosques - but
also outsidein the streets, in the markets, in
your daily activities, and at home. A life of
Taqwah will immediately attract non-Mus-
limstowards|slam.

As an ordinary student of Islam it is my
religious responsibility to warn you. If you
donot lead anupright life, if you continueto
live an insular lifestyle, and if you fail to
manifest the beauty of Islam to non-Mus-
lims, then you face some real dangers. In
suchacase, thereisnoreasonfor youtofeel
content and secure in this country.

If everthefireof race, religionor national -
ismrageshere, thenyouwill not besaved. In
Spain, there were M osques ahundred times
more beautiful than yours. So do not feel
content and self-satisfied. As an ordinary
student of religion, | would wish to express
my joy and happinessat thiswonderful new
Mosque. But how shall | congratulate you
on your achievement when the words of
congratulation areself-evident onthewalls.
How better can | compliment you?

Others may not speak to you as plainly,
but remember thegloriousMasjid-e-Cordova
gtill stands in Spain. Igbal so eloquently
reminiscesthegreat legacy of 1slamic Spain
in his famous poem Masjid-e-Qurtaba. In
Islamic Spain there were such brilliant
Mosques, celebrated Madressahs, famous
scholars, forinstance Shaykh-e-Akbar, Ibne
Hazm, Qurtubi, Shatbi - and how many others
shall I mention?However, whentheflamesof
religious sectarianism raged, then the
M osquesand Madrisbecamedeserted. Once
| lami ¢ Spai nboasted such magnificent struc-
tures, distinguished educational centres, and
arefined cultureand society. Regrettably the
Muslims, despite such a high standard of
living, did not draw the native non-Muslims
of that country to see the Truth of Islam, to
warn them of the dangers of disbelief, with
the result that religious violence subse-
guently consumed Muslims like a morsel.
TheArabswiththeir glowing history, archi-
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continued from page 2
tectural splendour, vast ocean of knowl-

edge, were displaced from the country, and
today theearseagerly waittohear theAdhaan
andtheempty Mosquesthirst for your Sal aat.

Y ou must earn your placein thiscountry.
You should leave an imprint on the host
community of your usefulness. You must
demonstratethat your existencehereismore
beneficial thanthat of thenativepeople. Y ou
must impart on them the lessons of human-
ity. Y ou should demonstrate how noble and
principled you are, and that there cannot be
found more upright humans elsewhere be-
sidesyou. Y ou need to establish your worth,
that you are a blessing and mercy for this
country. However if you decidetoliveinan
enclosed environment content with your
Prayers and Fasting, apathetic to the people
and society you live in, never introducing
them to the high Islamic values, and your
own personal qualities, then bewarelest any
religious or sectarian violence flares up. In
such a situation you will not find safety.

| pray to Almighty Allah my predictionis
totally untrue and basel ess. Remember, you
are guests here. Your Tabligh, Mosques,
Madris, Ibaadah, andreligioussacrificesare
all worthy of commendation. May Almighty
Allah grant you Barakah, but do not forget
to earn your place in this country. Gain
mastery of the national language and be-
come proficient so that you can useit effec-
tively to propagate Islam. Prepare writers
and orators and, although you will distance
yourself from their religion, do not distance
yourself fromthem. Earn credibility through
your daily activities, so much so that if you
are entrusted with onerous responsibilities,
aswas Prophet Y usuf Alayhis Salaam, you
do not shrink but embrace all challenges
wholeheartedly.

Y ou will haveto present anew pattern of
lifetothiscountry. Y ouwill not earn recog-
nition by exerting yourselves in the work-
place. If you overwork, you will be looked
upon disparagingly and belikened to horses
andbullsand | abelled asmoney-making ma-
chines. However if you can show to the
natives here that you are worshippers of
Almighty Allah and not wealth, you do not
bow before power but only before virtue,
you are humans and think like humans, you 3

are concerned not only about yourselves
but also about others, and you are compas-
sionatenot just toyour own children but also
to theirs - and to them - you are earnestly
concerned about the path of destruction
they have chosen for themselves, you will
then earn their respect. They will begin to
respect Islam and becomedesirousof study-
ing it. They will ask you for literature con-
cerning Islamicbeliefsand practices, andan
opportunity will ariseherefor youto propa-
gatelslam.

However if you remain preoccupied in
eating and working and engaged in Prayers,
indifferent towhat ishappeninginthe coun-
try, insulated within Muslims, totally apa-
thetic to what is happening outside, which
direction the country is taking, in such a
situation if thereis any trouble you will not
be able to save yourselves.

| have been meaning to convey and
emphasi sethismessageto you, because! do
not know whether | will be ableto visit you
in the future. Y ou gathered here with love
and affection and therefore it was easy for
me. As a student of religion it would have
been convenient for meto suggest virtues of
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continued from page 1

“LovetheArabsfor threethings-becausel am
anArab, theQuréanisin Arabic and thetalk of
theinmatesof ParadiseisinArabic.” (Baihaqgi)

Many of our modern-educated condemn
those injunctions of 1slam which reflect their
Arabian origin as parochial and valid only in
theparticul ar society wherethe Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) lived and thus
should now be discarded as “out-of-date”.
However, to the devout Muslim, the Holy
Prophet’ s (peace and blessings be upon him)
Arab origin was no accident. Had it been the
will of God, the Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him) could have been a Greek, a
Roman or an Englishman. Surely there must
have been good reason why God chose an
Arab for the Seal of the Prophethood in
preference to any other nation.

The kinship between Judaism and Islam is
even stronger than 1lam and Christianity. Both
Judaism and | slam sharein common the same
uncompromising monotheism, the crucial
importance of strict obedienceto Divine Law
as proof of our submission to and love of the
Creator, the rejection of the priesthood,
celibacy and monasticism and the striking
similarity of the Hebrew and Arabiclanguages.
Even the cultural atmosphere produced by
traditional, Orthodox Judaism and Islamisnot
very different. Thelittle Jewish boys chanting
Torah and Talmud at the New York Rabbinical
Academy would not feel strangein amosque
school. Likewise, among a group of learned
ulema discussing the sacred Law, a rabbi
could make himself quite at home.

In Judaism, religion is so confused with
nationalism, one can scarcely distinguish
between the two. The name “Judaism” is
derivedfromJudah-atribe. A Jewisamember
of the tribe of Judah. Even the name of this
religion connotes no universal spiritual
message. A Jew is not a Jew by virtue of his
belief inthe unity of God and the necessity to
follow Hisreveal ed guidance to mankind but
merely because he happened to be born of
Jewish parentage. Should he become an
outspoken atheist, heisno less “*Jewish” in

the eyes of hisfellow Jews.
4

Such a thorough corruption with
nationalismhasspiritually impoverishedthis
religioninall itsaspects. God isnot the God
of al mankind but the God of Israel. The
Scriptures are not God’'s revelation to the
entire human race but primarily a Jewish
history book. David and Solomon (peace be
upon them) are not fullfledged prophets of
God but merely Jewish kings. Salvation for
theJew doesnot liesomuchintheHereafter
as in the restoration of Palestine. With the
singleexception of Y omKippur (the Jewish
Day of Atonement), the holidays and
festivals celebrated by Jews, such as
Hanukah, Purim and Pesach, areof agreater
national than religious significance.
Consequently, Jesus Christ and John (peace
beuponthem) wererejected and despi sed by
their peopleashereticsbecausetheuniversal
message they taught did not conform to the
prevailing nationalist feeling. Hence God
took from the Bani Israil the Prophethood
and bestowed it upon their kindred, the
Arabs.

As could only be expected, the Jews
repudiated the Holy Prophet #: and his
mission with intense vehemence. It wastoo
great a blow to their nationalist pride that
Godwould choosefor HisProphet anilliterate
Arab.

“Like Christianity, the religion of Islam,
which Mohammad founded in the seventh
century, was an offshoot of the Jewish
religion. Mohammed, like Jesus, did not plan
to found a new religion. He had in fact
announced himself asa“ Jewish Prophet.” ....

“Whether from convictionor expediency -
a motive by no means foreign to him-
Mohammed at the outset of his prophetic
career, addressed his preachings almost
exclusively to the Jews of Arabia. He
borrowed much of the narrative material as
well asdoctrinefor theKoranfromtheTalmud
and Midrash, but in strangely garbled form.
In composing his poetic suras, he used the
well-known Jewish Bible stories of Adam,
Abraham, L ot, Joseph, Moses, Saul, David,
Solomon, Elijah, Job, and Jonah. .. Butwhen

continued on page 5



continued from NﬁJag_e4
the Jews of Medina, who were well

acquainted with their sacred writings,
proceeded to expose hisbrand of Torahasa
fraud, Mohammed furiously turned away
from them after many acrimonious disputes
with their rabbis. The Angel Gabriel then
opportunely paid another visitto Mohammed
and ordered him to change the Qibla from
JerusalemtoMecca. Hewasshortly toavenge
the verbal insults of the Jews with fire and
sword. Although the Jewish settlementsin
Arabia were numerous and powerfully
fortified, hemanagedtoovercomethemby a
combination of craft and ferocious attack.
Thousands of Jews were decapitated and
mutilated.” - Pictorial History of the Jewish
People, Nathan Ausubel, Crown Publishers,
NewY ork, 1953, p. 93.

Thus my increasing sympathy for Islam
and Islamic ideals enraged the other Jews|
knew, who regarded me as having betrayed
them in the worst possible way. They used
totell methat such arepudiation could only
result from shame of my ancestral heritage
and an intense hatred for my people. They
warned me that even if | tried to become a
Muslim, | would never be accepted. These
fears proved totally unfounded as | have
never been stigmatized by any Muslim
because of my Jewish origin and as soon as
| becameaMuslim myself, | waswelcomed
most enthusiastically by all the Muslims as
one of them.

Today the Jews pride themselves above
everything else in their successful survival
as a people despite one persecution and
massacre after another over the ages
designed to exterminate them. They never
tire of boasting how triumphantly they have
survivedwhilecountlessother nations, much
more powerful in wealth and in numbers,
havebecomeextinct. But sincethereligious
aspects of Judaism have weakened as the
Jews themselves succumbed to modern
secularism and materialism, the question
arises: the Jews have survived but survived
for what purpose ? None of the Jews| knew
inmy homecommunity ever thought of asking

5

this question, let alone answering it. Like
modern Jews everywhere, they considered
survival in the mere biological and secular
political senseasentirely sufficient. What an
irony of fate for this “nation of priests’
whose sole mission as the “ chosen people’
of God wasto enlighten the world with the
knowledge of His oneness and His divine
commandments!

| did not embrace Islam out of any hatred
for my ancestral heritageor my people. [twas
not adesireso muchtoreject astofulfill. To
me, it meant atransitionfromamoribundand
parochial to a dynamic and revolutionary
faith content with nothinglessthanuniversal
supremacy. Thusl cansay withanother from
the Bani Israil who chose to travel on the
samejourney: “ Abraham, that early ancestor
of mine, would have well understood why |
am here (in Mecca) for to his awe-
commandingexperience, my puny perplexity
would have been no riddle. He would have
knownas| know it now, that the meaning of
all my wanderingslay in ahidden desireto
meet myself by meeting a world whose
approach to theinnermost questions of life,
toreality itself, wasdifferenttoall | had been
accustomed to in my childhood and youth.
My comingtothisland of Arabia, wasit not
intruthahomecoming?Homecoming of the
heart that has spied its old home backward
over acurve of thousands of years and now
recognizes this sky-my sky-with painful
rejoicing? For this Arabian sky, so much
darker, higher, more festive with its stars
thanany other sky, vaulted over thelongtrek
of my ancestors. .. for now | seehow simple
and straight in spite of all itslength my road
has been-my road from a world | did not
possess to aworld truly my own.”
-The Road to Mecca, Muhammad Asad
(formerly L eopold Weiss), Max Rheinhardt,
London, 1954, pp. 49-50.

Thisarticleispart of a book by Maryam Jameelah,
formerly Margaret Marcus. She wrote these essays
for the educated non-Muslim and Muslim who is
interested in discovering what Islam really means to
the true believer. Taj Co. 1983
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The Salah of a Believer in the
Qur’an and Sunnah

Shaykh Abu Y usuf Riyadh ul Hag
Reprinted with permission of Shaykh Riyadh ul Hag.
To obtain the complete book, contact: Islamic
Sharfah Institute, PO Box 6008, Birmingham B10

OUW, UK. [sales@shariah-institute.org].

Continued fromlast issue
Chapter 6: Raising the Hands (Continued)

Thereisanother hadeeth quoted by Imam
Muslim on the authority of the same
companion, SayyidunaJabir bin Sumurah .,
which states, ‘When we prayed saldh with
the Prophet & we would say as-Salamu
alaikum wa rahmatullah, as-Salamu
alaikumwarahmatullah. He (thenarrator)
alsoindicated with hishands. The Prophet
& said, “Why areyou motioning with your
hands as though they are the tails of
obstinate horses?”’

Some people state this second hadeeth
as an explanation to thefirst and claim that
both pertain to the salém and not generally
to the raising of the hands during saléh.
However, asmany ulama, including Hafidh
Jamal al Deen Zailaee,Z have explained, itis
quite possible that the above two hadeeth
are unrelated and both refer to two separate
incidents. Pronouncing the salam and
signaling the greeting with one’s hands
indicatesthe end of prayer. It cannot be said
to such a person: remain calm ‘in salah’.
Even if we were to assume that the above
two hadeeth were connected and both
referred to one and the same incident, the
ruleof ‘calmnessin saléh’ ismore pertinent
to the raising of the hands before and after
theruk(’ and sajdah, rather than at thetime
of sal@mwhich isthe moment of ending the
prayer and in away not even part of salah.
Another reason for considering the two to
be separate hadeeth is that in the first
hadeeth the Sahabah were engaged in saldh
and the Prophet #: entered the masjid and
said the above words. The second hadeeth
on the other hand shows that they were
praying with the Prophet & and he corrected
them after completing the congregational
salah.

16. Husain bin Abdul Rahman relates, * Amr
bin Murrah and | visited Ibrahim al
Nakhai. Amr said, “ Algamah bin Wail al
Hadhrami narrated tomefrom hisfather
-, that heprayed salahwith the Prophet
&. Hesaw him raisehishandswhen he
said thetakbeer, when hebowed intorukd’
and when herosetherefrom.” Ibrahim
replied, “1 donot know. Hemay possibly
not have seen the Prophet &; pray except
onthat day and thusremember ed thisof
him. (Otherwise) did Ibn Mas ud -#-.and
his companions not remember this of
him?1 havenot heard it from any one of
them. They would only raisetheir hands
in the beginning of saldh when saying
thetakbeer.”’2

17. Sufyan bin Uyaynah reports that | mam
Abu Hanifah and | mam Awzaee met and
cametogether in M akkah. |mam Awzaee
asked, ‘What isit with you —and in one
narration, with you peopleof Iraq, —that
you do not raiseyour handsin salah at
thetimeof bowingintorukd’ and rising
therefrom? Imam Abu Hanifah replied,
‘Because nothing authentic has been
established about it from the Prophet &
Imam Awzaeeremarked, ‘How can nothing
authentic be established when Zuhri
narrated tomefrom Salim from hisfather
(Abdullah bin Umar .&.)) that the Prophet
& would raisehishandswhen beginning
saldh, and at thetimeof bowinginto rukd’
andrisngtherefrom? |mamAbu Hanifah
narratedinreply, ' Hammad relatedtome
from I brahim from Algamah and Aswad
from Ibn Mas' ud ... that the Prophet &
would not raise hishandsexcept in the
beginning of salah. He would not raise
them again.” Imam Awzaeeretorted, ‘|
narrated toyou from Zuhri from Salim
from his father, and you say Hammad
narrated tomefrom I brahim? ImamAbu
Hanifah said, ‘Hammad was a greater
fageeh than Zuhri and Ibrahim was a
greater fageeh than Salim. Algamah was
nolessajurist than Abdullah bin Umar
. although Ibn Umar -¢..enjoyed suhbah

continued on page 7



continued from page 6
(thecompany of the Prophet &) and that
isanoblevirtue. Aswad wasalso of great
merit and Abdullah (Ibn Mas'ud .z, ) was
Abdullah.” Uponthesewordsof ImamAbu
Hanifah Imam Awzaeebecamesilent.®
Imam Nimawi says,
‘The Sahabah and those who came after them
differedinthisregard. Asfor thefour caliphs,
theraising of the hands has not been proven
from them except in the first takbeer of
tahreemah. And Allah knows best.’ %

(Footnotes)

2 For details of hislife, learning and works
see the biographies section at the end of the
book.

2] mam AbuHanifahasrecordedin Jan'i al
Masaneed 1/353, and Imam Muhammad in
his al Muwatta 108 of which Muhaddith
Dhafar Ahmad Uthmani says (825) that its
narrators are authentic. Also reported by
Tahawi 1/224, Daruqutni 1108, and Baihaqi
2536.

% Khawarazmi in Jam'i al Masaneed 1/352
and Hafidh Ibn al Humam 1/319, aswell as
many others.
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COLOUR-CODEDQUR’AAN

A new fad caled‘ Color Coded Quran’ has
been introduced in some quarters. Looking
at a copy of such a color- Qurén, one is
appalled at the degree of defilement of the
sacred Quranic text. The whole Quran is
messed with a variety of colors in which
different words have been shaded. The
misguided inventors of this silly fad have
failed to understand the notoriety of their
act. A fad hasbeenintroduced for commercia
purposes using the glorious Qurén
Majeed—the noblest and the most sacred
of Allah’s Scriptures. The mess of colors
defacing the Quréan Majeed is an act of
defilement of Allah’s Book. In the
misconception of the originators of this
sacrilege, the frivolous method of dumb
‘tajweed’, which the colors purport to teach,
isthe best method for teaching Tajweed. This
misconception implies that the method and

system of teaching Tajweed which
Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) had
imparted to the Sahaabah is obsolete —
that it hasoutlived its utility, hence the need
for the ludicrous methods of western
kindergarten schools.
TAIWEED

It should be bornein mind that Tajweed is
asacred branch of Shar’i Uloom. Itisdirectly
associated with the Quran Majeed. It is a
branch of I1m, which has attained its highest
state of perfection in the very time of
Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam).
Jibraeel (alayhis salaam) taught Rasulullah
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) the way of
Quran Tilaawat with Tajweed. Rasulullah
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) passed on this
Ilmand the method to his Sahaabah who in
turn produced the greatest Qurraa (plural
of Qaari) theworld has ever seen. Until the
Day of Qiyaamah no one can hope to
supersede and surpass the standard and
degree of excellence and perfection in
Tajweed and Qira’at which the great
Qurraa among the Sahaabah had achieved.
NOBETTERMETHOD

There is no better method nor will there
ever beabetter method of teaching Tajweed
than the method which the Ummah has
inherited from the illustrious authorities of
theKhairul Quroonera. Itisnot permissible
to displace the holy Method of Islam with
this or any other new-fangled method. The
‘color-coded’ method is indeed ridiculous.
Anyone accepting this fad and sacrilegious
method at the cost of abandoning the study
of Tajweed, will befallingfromthesublimeto
theridiculous.
NOTPERMISSIBLE

It is not permissible to adopt this method
asanaidtorecitetheQuran Majeed. Itisnot
permissible to defile the holy text of the
Qurén Majeed with this type of silly
interpolation. Itisnot permissibleto buy and
sell such Qurén copies. Theonly correct and
validmethod of acquiringthellmof Tajweed
istostudy itintheway the Ummah hasbeen

studying it for the past fourteen centuries.
continued on page 14



MAR-APR PRAYER TIMES, NEW HAVEN

DAY FAJR SHURUQ ZUHR ASR——— MAGRIB ISHA  LUNAR
DWN SUNRISE Shafi'i  Hanafi SNSET NGHT  DATES
March

18 4126 559 12:00 3:23  4:14 6:01  7:34 07 sAFAR
19 4124 557 11:59 3:24  4:15 6:03  7:35 08

20 4123 555 11:59 3:24  4:16 6:04  7:37 09

21 4121 554 11:59 3:25 4:16 6:05  7:38 10

22 4119 552 11:59 3:25 4:17 6:06  7:39 11

23 4117 550 11:58 3:26  4:18 6:07  7:40 12

24 4115 5:49 11:58 3:26 4:19 6:08  7:42 13

25 4113 547 11:58 3:27 4:20 6:09 7:43 14 , _ &
26 4112 545 11:57 3:27 420 6:10 7:44 15

27 4110 543 11:57 3:28 4:21  6:11  7:45 16

28  4:08 542 11:57 3:28  4:22  6:12 747 17

29  4:06 5:40 11:56 3:29 4:23  6:13  7:48 18 ‘
30 4:04 5:38 11:56  3:29  4:23  6:14  7:49 19 #4
31  4:.02 5:37 11:56 3:30 4:24 6:16  7:51 20

April

1 4:00 5:35 11:55 3:30 4:25 6:17 7:52 21 ‘
2 3:58  5:33 11:55 3:31  4:26  6:18  7:53 22 4 .
3 4:56  6:32 12:55 4:31 526 7:19 8:55 23

4 4:54  6:30 12:55 4:32 5:27 7:20 8:56 24

5 4:53  6:28 12:54 4:32 528 7:21 857 25

6 4:51  6:27 12:54 4:32  5:29 7:22 859 26 |
7 4:49  6:25 12:54 4:33 529 7:23  9:00 27

8 4:47  6:24 12:53 4:33  5:30 7:24 9:01 28

9 4:45  6:22 12:53 4:34 531 7:25 9:03 29

10 4143  6:20 12:53 4:34 5:31  7:26  9:04 Ol RABI I,
11 4141 619 12:53 4:34 5:32  7:27  9:06 02 44
12 4:39 617 12:52 4:35 5:33  7:28  9:07 03

13 4:37 615 12:52 4:35 5:33  7:30 9:08 04

14  4:35 614 12:52 4:35 5:34 7:31  9:10 05

15  4:33 612 12:52 4:36  5:35  7:32  9:11 06 , _ 4
16  4:31 611 12:51 4:36  5:35  7:33  9:13 07

17 4129  6:09 12:51 4:36  5:36  7:34  9:14 08

18 4127 608 12:51 4:37 5:37  7:35 9:16 09

19 4125  6:06 12:51 4:37 5:37  7:36  9:17 10 ‘
20 4123 605 12:51 4:37  5:38  7:37 9119 11 44
21 4122 603 12:50 4:38 5:39  7:38  9:20 12

22 4:20 602 12:50 4:38 5:39  7:39  9:22 13

23 4:18  6:00 12:50 4:38 5:40 7:40 9:23 14 ‘
24 4116 559 12:50 4:39 5:41  7:41 9125 15 , .
25 4114 557 12:50 4:39 5:41  7:42  9:26 16

26 4112 556 12:49 4:39 5:42  7:44  9:28 17

27 4110 555 12:49 4:40 5:42  7:45 9:30 18

28  4:08 553 12:49 4:40 5:43  7:46  9:31 19

29  4:06 552 12:49 4:40 5:44  7:47  9:33 20

30 4:05 551 12:49 4:41 5:44  7:48  9:34 21
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If you need prayer timings for your town, please

send us a self-addressed stamped #10 envelope.

Your (real)
friend can
be only
Allah; and
His messen-
ger and
those who
believe--
who estab-
lish prayer
and pay the
poor due
and bow
down (in
worship).
And whoso
turns (for
friendship)
to Allah and
His messen-
ger and
those who
believe: lo!
the party of
Allah, they
are the
victorious.
(5:55-56)

Prayer times
arefor the
New Haven

areaand are

based on 18°
for Fajr and

Isha. Check

local
newspapers
for your local
time differ-

ence.



REGULAR MASIJID ACTIVITIES
AND JUM’A PRAYER TIMES

BERLINMASIID
1781 Berin Hwy., Berlin, CT 06037, (860) 829-6411
Juma’ prayer time 1:15 PM
Contact: Dr. Ali Antar 860-582-1002

MASJID AN-NOOR
1300 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT. 579-2211
Juma’ prayer time 1:30 PM
Contact: Br. Syed Ahmed Pasha 203-371-1979
UNIVERSITY OF BRIDGEPORT
Christan Hall, Park Ave. Bridgeport, CT.
Juma’ prayer time 1:00 PM

MASJID DAAR-UL-EHSAAN
739 Terryville Av., Bristol, CT 06010. (860) 585-9742
Juma’ prayer time 1:30 PM

Contact: Br. Muhammed Akhtar Ali (860)589-
4512.

ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF WESTERN
CONNECTICUT,DANBURY
388 Main S, Danbury, CT 06810. 203-744-1328
Juma’ prayer time 1:00 PM
Contact: Br. Asif Akhtar (203)746-7530

QADARIYACOMMUNITY SERVICE
CENTER,EASTHARTFORD
20 Church &, East Hartford, CT 06108 860-282-0786
Juma’ prayer time 12:30 PM
Contact: Br. Sgjid Bhura (860)830-4453

ISCLAMICCENTEROFHAMDEN
60 Connolly Parkway, Wilbur Cross Commons, Unit 17-
212, Hamden, CT 06514 (203-562-2757)
Juma’ prayer time 12:30 PM
Thursday Halaqa 8:00 - 9:00 PM
Friday Dars 8:00 - 11:00 PM
Madrasah: Every Sunday 9:55AM - 1:30 PM
Daily Afternoons, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Community Dinner 1st Sunday of each month.
Contact: Dr. Abdul Hamid 203-562-2757

ICFC MASJID (JAMIA KARAM)
57 Pepper St, Monroe. CT06468 (203-261-6222)
Juma’ prayer time 1:15 PM
Contact: Br. Ahmed Reza 203-746-0683

Sheplaced ascreen (toscreen her self) from

them: then Wesent toher Our angel and he

appear ed beforeher asamaninall respects.
Maryam, Surah 19:17

MASIIDAL-ISLAM
624 George St. New Haven, CT 06511
Juma’ prayer time 1:15 PM
Contact: Br. Dawood Yaseen 203-777-4008

ISLAMICCENTEROFNEW LONDON

16 Fort St, Groton, CT 06340, (860) 405-8006

Juma’ prayer time 1:00 PM
Contact: Br. Imran Ahmed 860-691-8015

AL-MADANY ISLAMICCENTEROF
NORWALK
4 Elton Court, Norwalk, CT 06851 (203-852-0847
Juma’ prayer time 1:00 PM
Contact: Syed Hussain Qadri. 203-852-0847).

STAMFORD ISLAMICCENTER

10 Outlook St. Stamford, CT 06902 (203-975-2642)
Juma’ prayer time 1:00 pm
Contact: Hafiz Haggani Mian Qadri 203-975-

2642

ISCLAMICSOCIETY OFSTAMFORD

82 Harbor Dr, Stamford, CT 06902

Juma’ prayer time 1:00 pm
Contact: Hafiz AbdulSalam Sumra 203-255-4327

UNITED MUSLIM MASJID
(MASJID RAHMAN)
132 Prospect Ct. Waterbury, CT. 06704 (756-6365).
Juma’ prayer time 1:00 PM
Contact Br. Majeed Sharif. 203-879-7230.

WEST HAVEN MASJID
2 Pruden St., West Haven, CT 06516, (203) 933-
5799
Juma’ prayer time 1:00 PM
Contact: Br. Mohammad Taroua 203-287-7561.
MADINA MASJID
1 Madina Drive, Windsor, CT 06095, (860) 249-0112
Juma’ prayer time 1:30 PM
Contact: Muhamed M. Haidara 860-655-9042
Madina Academy:Full time School (860)524-9700
ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF WESTERN
MASSACHUSETTS
337 Amostown Rd. W. Springfield, MA01105
(413)788-7546

Juma’ prayer time 1:15 PM
Contact: Dr. Mohammad Ali Hazratji(860-749-8859).

ec il
*MAL LAH !(hl*

Visit Connecti(_:ut Cou_ncil of Masajid website;
ccminc.faithweb.com
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THE CHILDREN’S CORNER

NECKLACE MISSING AGAIN

In last month’s story, Aisha's wi.-
missing necklace led to the revelation
that permitted tayammum for ablution
if water was scarce. This happened as
the Muslim army had been returning to
Madinafroman expedition. Aisha.- .-,
and Umm Salamah .+, had accompa-
nied the Prophet # on this campaign.
Inthismonth’ sstory weshall rejointhe
returning army at one of its last stops
before reaching Madina. The call to
march had been made and the two
wives had taken their places in their
howdahs, waiting to be lifted onto the
camels. But at this point Aisha ...
realized that her necklace was once
again missing. She slipped out of the
howdah to go and search for it. Mean-
while the men, not realizing that she
had gone, lifted the howdahs to the
camels' backs and strapped them in
place. They did not notice that the
howdah which Aisha.-...used seemed
lighter than usual. The army resumed
its march.

Aisha.i.. had gone out a short dis-
tancefromthe camp, where shethought
she may have lost the necklace, and
sure enough, she found it. Imagine her
surprisewhen shereturned to the camp
to find that everyone had gone! She
walked to the spot where her howdah
had been and sat down to wait until her
absence would be noticed and some-
one would return to look for her. As
she waited, she felt drowsy and fell
asleep. A young man named Safwan ¥,
who had become separated from the
main body of the army, noticed the
sleeping Aisha.+...as hefollowed the

path taken by the army. He stopped
and offered to escort her to the camp.

The army had halted for a brief rest
stop, but no one had noticed that Aisha
b -, Wasmissing. Shehad not emerged
from her howdah when it had been
lifted to the ground, but they assumed
that she was sleeping and left her un-
disturbed. Thelast thing they expected
to seewas Aisha.- & riding into camp
on a camel, with Safwan % walking
alongside. But that is just what they
saw, and it did not takelong for rumors
to start traveling. The hypocrits, espe-
cialy, were delighted with the situa-
tion. It madefor such alovely scandal,
twoyoung peopletravelingalone, with-
out chaperone, and one of them being
the wife of the Prophet i

Upon her return to Madina, Aisha
w4 -.pecameill and went to her mother’s
house to be nursed back to health. She
seemedtobetheonly personinMadina
who was not aware of the stories that
werecirculating about her. It wasonly
after she had recovered from her ill-
ness, nearly three weeks later, that
someone told her about the rumors.
Shewasdevastated by theinformation
and could not stop crying. She now
understood why the Prophet #2 had
been unusually impersonal and distant
from her since their return.

continued on page 11




continued from page 10

The Prophet & on his part wanted to
disbelievetherumors, but he had to be
very sure. All those who knew Aisha
wi .. Well, such as the Prophet’'s i
other wives and Aisha's wu... maid-
servant, defended her and spoke up on
her behalf. At last he went to the home
of Aisha's parents to question Aisha
wi .. herself about the scandal that
surrounded her. She knew that it was
Allah who had to declare her inno-
cence, for if she said she were inno-
cent her word would be doubted and if
she said she were guilty of any wrong-
doing shewould not betelling thetruth.
As the Prophet & sat by her side, a
revelation cameto himdeclaring Aisha
wi - freeof guilt (al-Qur’ an 24:11-20).

The words of Allah scolded the be-
lieversfor listening to the rumors and
spreading them rather than asking the
propagators of the story to produce
four witnesses. The seriousness of
falsely slandering pious women was
emphasized. The punishment both in
this world and in the hereafter would
be severe.

In this way the Muslim community
wasgiveninstructionsfor dealingwith
slander and accusations of adultery.
Three of the Muslims who confessed
to their role in spreading the stories
about Aisha.-&...werewhipped, but as
for thehypocrits, who admitted to noth-
ing, the Prophet i |eft their punish-
ment in the hands of Allah.

Bonnie L. Hamid

ALLAHISTHEGREATEST

11

. THE ABC OF ISLAM
Devil

Shaitan isthe devil,
Hisintentionisevil,
Heleads mankind astray,

And shows them the bad way,

So make sureyou are not at hislevel.
Edting

Always remember when you eat,

To have some manners and be neat,
Carefor others,

And share with your brothers,

And make sure halal iswhat you eat.
Faith

Our faithiscalled Iman,
Ourreligonislslam,

In Iman you must believe,

In seven things All&h decreed,

To become the happiest man.

/\ ObaidAhmed

10years
Hamden,CT
continued from page 3
reciting various Zikr or prescribe certain
Wazifahs, but you might not have had an
opportunity of listening to the message |
have just conveyed.

Please strengthen your position in this
country and earn your recognition. Do not
belikeastraw or cropthat isuprooted by the
dlightest breeze. Y ou should be so firm that
not even a hurricane is able to shift you.
Display such noble character that it capti-
vatestheimagination of theordinary citizen,
and then see how these people will stand to
defend you. If thereisthe slightest opposi-
tionagainst you, they will bethefirst onesto
argue on your behalf and vouch what a
blessing you are for them.

May Almighty Allahgrant ustheability to
understand what isright; may He bless and
protect you. Ameen.

SuST. s\ -—

e T

My Lo 325 [Lord!
Increase me in knowledge.
(20:114)



WHAT OTHERS

SAY

Ghaith Abdul-AhadinFalluja
Thursday November 11,2004
TheGuardian
http/www..guar dian.co.uk
‘Theonly placel am goingfrom hereis
heaven’

Y emeni tellshow hel eft family tojoinfighting

Frominsidearoominoneof Falluja ssafe
housescameabeautiful voicerecitingverses
from the Qur’an and choking with tears.
“Say: If it bethat your fathersyour sonsyour
brothers your mates or your kindred; the
wealththat ye have gained; thecommercein
which ye fear a decline; or the dwellingsin
whichyedelight aredearer toyouthan Allah
or His apostle or the striving in His cause;”
chanted the voice, “then wait until Allah
brings about His decision: and Allah guides
not the rebellious.”

Theroomwashalf-lit, thewallswerebare
except for one picture of Mecca.

The only piece of furniture was a prayer
mat inthemiddleof roomtwisted at anangle
tofacethesouth. A Kalashnikov rifleand an
ammunition pouchwerelaid against thewall.

A pair of old trainers stood at the edge.
Onthemattresssat amanwithasmall Qur’an
in one hand and a set of prayer beadsin the
other. Sometimeshisvoicewould bedrowned
out by the sounds of explosionsrocking the
city.

As he finished his prayers he stood up,
held hishandshigh and started praying: “ Oh
Allah, you who made the prophet come out
victorious in his wars against the infidels,
make us come out victorious in our war
against America. Oh Allah, defeat America
anditsallieseverywhere. Oh Allah, makeus
worthy of your religion.”

Theman-tall, thinwithadark complexion,
black eyesandathinbeard- arrivedinFalluja
six weeks ago. He spent afew days sharing
a room with other fighters until they were

HOLY QURAN - DA’WAH!
Help distribute English and
Spanishtrandationsof Holy Quran.

Send $15.00 donation to receive 10
copiesof Englishtranslation or
$25.00 to receive 10 copies of

Spanishtrangationto lmam
M uhammed Zakiuddin Sharfi,
Islamic Education Services, P. O.
Box 1653 Burlington, NJ08016.
Phone609-261-5640,
E-Mail Darul_kitab@yahoo.com

distributed among the mujahideen unitsin
the city. Hewaswith agroup of the Tawhid
and Jihad stationed in the west of Fallujain
the Jolan district where heavy fighting has
been raging for the last two days.

Livingwith other Arab and Iragi fighters,
he was given the honour of leading the
prayers because of his beautiful voice.

Anxiously waiting for the Americans
outsideamakeshift bunker, hetold hisstory.
He said he was not here because he loved
death as death but because he perceived
martyrdom asthe most pureway inwhichto
worship God.

Hewas, hesaid, aY emeni religiousstudent
from the the capital San’a, who had been
studying sharia law for six years, while
working as minibus driver to support a
pregnant wife and five children.

Hefirst tried to come to Iraq to fight the
Americans during the war 18 months ago.

“l wantedtocomeandfightforIslam. | met
aJordanian merchant who provided mewith
ticketsto Syriaand $100. Heevendrove me
totheairport himself.”

Sent back

But once there, he was prevented from
going any further by the airport police.

“1 was wearing my jalabiya and a small
turban and when the police asked mewhy |
wasgoingtoDamascusl said, towork. They
askedmewhat kind of work. | saidtowork for
the salvation of my soul. And they sent me

back.” continued on page 13



continued from page 12

He pointed at his cheap cotton trousers
andsaid: “ Thistimel learned thelesson and
bought these.”

For ayear hewent back to hisstudiesand
hisfamily, forgetting Iraqand jihad. But the
scandal of prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib
woke him up, he said.

His wife, areligious student working on
her masters thesis, urged him to leave
everything and go for jihad in Irag.

“She told me they are doing this to the
men, imagine what is happening to the
women now. Imagine your sisters and me
being raped by the infidel American pigs.”

Hesuddenly realised hismistake, hesaid,
and spent the night crying.

The next day he borrowed money for
another journey - one that he described as
his last. He was given a contact name in
Aleppo, a city in the north of Syria, who
wouldarrangefor himtobesmuggled across
the border.

“1 didn’t tell anyone, | just told my wife. |
borrowed acar fromafriend and wewent out
to do some shopping. She bought me two
trousers and a shirt. We went then to my
father’ shouse. | told my mother, forgiveme
if | had doneanythingwrong. Shesaid, why?
| told her nothing, | just want forgiveness
from you and dad.

“Sheasked meif | wasgoing to Baghdad.
| said no. She hugged me and cried.”

The fighter told how he went back home
and sat with hiswife and children, who had
no idea that this was their last dinner with
their father.

“My favourite daughter came and sat in
my lap and slept there. She opened her eyes
and said, ‘Daddy, | loveyou’.”

Weeping ashe spoke, hesaid: “Y ou know
these memories are the work of the devil
trying to soften my heart and bring me back
home. Theonly placel angoingfromhereis
heaven.”

When hearrived in Damascus, helearned
from other jihadi networks that the Syrians
had tightened security on the border.

Other woul d-be mujahideen werewaiting
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in small apartments in Damascus, Aleppo
and Hams.

After amonth he realised that the cleric
who was running the smuggling network
was working with the Syrian mukhabarat,
the secret service, handing over the
mujahideen to the police.

Hefled, butinasmall mosquein Aleppo,
he met ayoung cleric who promised to help
himreachIrag.

TheY emeni washandedto another group,
which placed himinasmall housewith other
jihadisfor two weeks.

Onenight hewastakento avillageonthe
Syrian side of the border inthe north. “ They
came and said we are crossing today. It was
avery scary journey. Wehadtoliestill inthe
desert if we heard American helicopters.

“We spent two nights on the border in a
village, thenweweretakentoanother village
to be given military training. Most of the
brotherswith me have never used aweapon
intheirlife.

“1 knew how to usean AK-47. After afew
daysthey came and said we need fightersto
go to Hit” - atown northwest of Baghdad.

Therehejoinedaminibusfilledwith Arab
fighters, driving through the night. They
wereescorted by two cars, hesaid, including
apolicecar.

He produced his Qur’ an from his pocket.
“When | wasin Syria, | bought seven copies
of this, wrotethenameof my wifeandmy five
children on each and | eft the seventh empty
- | didn’t impose anamefor the newborn on
my wife. She called me later when | was
preparingto crossandtold meshehaswritten
onit ‘shahid’ - martyr.”

*He who kneels
before Allih
cany shnd before
angone”®




continued from page 7

Tajweed, likeall theother branchesof Deeni
Uloom, arenot mundane piecesof equi pment
which are upgraded constantly and which
arerendered obsol ete when a better version
is invented.

DECLINE

While there is and will always be
advancement in technology and mundane
sciences, there can never be such
advancement in the Branches of Shar’i
Uloom. onthecontrary, thecloser Qiyaamah
approaches, the more deterioration sets in.
Standards in IIm and Tagwa are on the
decline, not on the advance.

Just aseverything el se, includingtheHajj,
isheavily commercializedinthisage, sotoo
isthesacred Text of the Quran Majeed being
commercialized. Thegreed of thepublishers
of thiscorruptionisconspicuously displayed
by their registration of copyrights. If they
had a true understanding of 1lm and a true
feeling for the Qurén Majeed, they would
never have stooped to the extremely low
moral ebb of preventing others from
distributing and disseminating Qurénic
knowledge and methods of ta’leem.

Muslims should not be so prone to
gullibility to fall in every trap which the
Shaitaan sets to divert from the ways,
methods and styles of the Salf-e-Saaliheen.
Remember that along with amethod comes
the attitudes and effects of its founders and
originators. By thesametoken, whenaSacred
Method is abandoned, the roohaani
(spiritual) effects, which grace such a holy
Method, arealsolost. Thus, thereisaworld
of difference teaching the Quran Majeed
sitting on the floor in humility and teaching
it in kuffaar style sitting on benches in the
way in which they do at kuffaar schools.
Some so-called 'Islamic’ schools too have
incorporated the style of the kuffaar toteach
the Quran. In these methods of the kuffaar,
which displace the Methods of the Salf-e-
Saaliheen, thereisno goodness. Such ways
destroy whatever littlespiritual ity theremay
still be. May Alléh Ta alaopenuptheminds
and eyes of Muslimsto see and understand

the harms and ruin in new-fangled methods
whichdisplacetheMethodsof theillustrious
piouspredecessorswhowereall thestudents
of the Sahaabah or the Students of their
Students.

Condensed from: “TheMajlis’ Vol.15No.5
Majlis-ul-Ulama

S. Africa http://www.themajlis.net.

WOMEN SHARIAH SCHOLARS

Idamichistoryisfull of glitteringexamples
of women shariah scholars —who had
mastered |slamic sciences such as exegesis
of Qur’an, Hadeeth, Seerah, Islamic
Jurisprudence, history, etc. It wasonly after
the fall of Baghdad in the 13" century that
Muslims started to believe that women do
not have the ability to become scholars of
Islam. The situation became worse by the
end of 19" century (1850-1899) when the
British invaded and colonized almost all
Muslim countries and then dismantled the
I slamic educational institutionsof Muslims
and established the secular school systemin
those Muslim countries instead. As a
consequence, foraMuslimwomantobecome
ashariah scholaristhought tobeimpossible.
Today, Muslim parents might say: “Our
daughter isvery intelligent. Wewill makeher
doctor or engineer.” If you ask them: “Why
don’'t you make her Shariah scholar?’ They
will reply: “ How canagirl becomeschol ar of
Islam?Itisvery hardfor her.” Actually,these
parents are living in such an age in which
women are not encouraged to become
scholarsof Islam. Let’ stakeatour inthepast
toseeif women shariah scholarsever existed
inlslamichistory:

Ayeshah i, the wife of Prophet
Muhammad #z, was such abrilliant scholar
of Islam that great sahaabah (companions
of Prophet #;) used to study Islam from her.
Sheisone of the six sahaabah who narrated
the most number of traditions from Rasool
Allah g.

Ayeshah .- & -, the daughter of Saad bin
Wagaas, wasagreat scholar of Islamand her
studentsincluded jurists and muhadditheen

continued on page 15



continued from page 14

likelmamMalik and Ayub Sakhtiani.

- Ayeshahbint Talha..-«.-.wassuchagreat
scholar of 1slam that she had a debate with
the leading figures of the Ummayad house
and she surprised caliph Hisham bin Abdul
Malik by her knowledge.

Thestudentsof Umarabint Abdur Rehman
included ImamZuhri, AbuBakr binHazmand
Y ahya bin Saeed. Caliph Umar bin Abdul
Aziz gave so much importance to the
traditionsof Rasool Allah g narrated by her
that hetold Abu Bakr bin Hazm,governor of
Madinah, to compile those traditionsin the
form of abook.

Oneof theteachersfromwhomImam Shasfi
learned the knowledge of Hadeeth was
Syedah Nafeesah, grand daughter of Hasan
]

Imam Shaafi taught his daughter and she
became such agreat shariah scholar that her
opinion would outweigh the opinions of
great men scholars of her time.

Sheikh Usman Dan Fodio, thespiritual and
political leader of the Sokoto community in
Africa, had five daughters and one of his
daughters, Nana Asma’ u, was a great poet,
teacher, and Islamic scholar. Her erudition
can be judged from the fact that she had
written atafseer (exegesis) of theQur’anin
many volumes.

Imam Ibn-e-Taymiyyah isknown by this
namebecausehisgreat-grandmother’ sname
was' Taymiyyah’ whowasascholar of Islam.

Maryam Jameelah (formerly Margaret
Marcos) wasaJew fromBrooklyn, New'Y ork.
She accepted Islam in 1962 and then
permanently immigrated to Pakistan. Shehas
writtenvariousbookson|slam, which present
the classical and true picture of 1slam.

These are just afew examples of women
shariah scholarsinour history. Historically,
most of thewomen shariah scholarshavenot
written any bookson I slam but abook isnot
arequirementtobeascholar of I am. Instead,
inalot of thecases, thosewomenhad‘ written’
(prepared) Islamic personalities. Once the
father of Sheikh Hasan Al-Banna Shaheed
asked him: “Why are you not writing any
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book?” Upon hearingthat, SheikhHasan Al-
Bannareplied to hisfather:

“ 1 write (prepare) personalities and they
will writebooks.”

That isprecisely therole of many Muslim
womenscholarsinthehistory. ImamBukhari’ s
father diedat avery early age. Hismother and
elder sister taught him and he became the
greatest scholar of HadithinMuslimhistory.
Imam Malik’s mother used to inspire him
about getting I slamicknowledgeand used to
teach himtobehumble. Sheikh Abdul Qadir
Jilaani’ s mother not only taught him Islam
but also she used to recite Qur’ an when she
nursed Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilaani duringhis
infancy so that he would get the light of
Qur'an right from the first day from his
mother’ smilk. Syed Qutb statedinoneof his
books that his mother used to listen Qur’ an
for hours and it was because of his mother
that he was inspired to write the tafseer of
Qur’'an.

This is an age of crisis for the Muslim
ummah. Today, Islamisindire need of both
men and women shariah scholarswhowould
wake up other Muslims and who would
becometheharbingersof the Renai ssance of
Muslim nation. We have to remember the
advicegivento usin Qur’'an:

“Andif you turn away (from spreading
the message of Islam), He (Allah) will
exchange you for some other people, and
they will not beyour likes.”

(Surah Muhammad: Ayah No. 38)
Gohar Mushtag, Ph.D.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL |

OFMASAJID _
Need help in performing reli-

giousduties,community build-
ing, education, matrimonial

needs, will preparation, ja-
naza, etc.? Call: 203-562-2757
or visit CCM website:

http://ccminc.faithweb.com



IF YOU MOVE PLEASE SEND US YOUR NEW ADDRESS

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF
MASAJID
Islamic Center of Hamden has
set up thefollowing committeesto
help the community to fulfill its
religiousobligations. Community
Development Committee; Fund-
raising Committee, EducationCom-
mittee, Building Committee, Mat-
rimonial Counseling Committee.
Anyoneinterestedin participating
or taking advantage of these ser-
vices should contact Dr. Abdul
Hamid P. O. Box 4456, Hamden,
CT 06514.

Please pass 1@{;;1 onto others after
you have finished reading it.

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

USPOSTAGE PAID
NEW HAVEN, CT
PERMIT NO. 999

Lle3ycs5 My Lord!ner
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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL
OF MASAJID
NEEDS HUFFAZ &

TEACHERS FOR
QUR’ANIC AND ISLAMIC
STUDIES
CCM is seeking applica-
tionsfromindividuals, both

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

r. Abdul Hamid, Editor, 1§84,
onnecticut Council of Masajid

P. O. Box 4456,
Hamden, CT 06514

D
C

male and female, who are
willing to help establish
madarisfor Qur’ anic edu-
cation on a daily basis at
variousmasgidandldamic
Centers in Connecticut.
Qualified, interested indi-
viduals should send their
curriculumvitato:
Educatl on Comml ttee’ WAQFATU-ARAFAT (Pilgrims assemble on Arafat Plain,
PO.Box 4456, Hamden, | makkan)© zul-Hijj).
EID UL-ADHA (Feast of sacrifice)(10 Zul-Hijj).

I mportant I slamic days

ASHURAH (Fast on 9" and 10", or 10" and 11th of Muharram.)
MAULUD-UN-NABI Birth of the Prophet Muhammad i
(Rabiul Awwal) - Death of the Prophet i (12 Rabiul Awwal).
ISRA and MIRAJ (The anniversary of the Night Journey
of the Prophet Muhammad iz to Jerusalem & his Ascension
then to Heaven)(27 Rajab).

NESFU SHABAAN (Shub-e-Barat)(middle of the month
of Shabaan)(night between 14 &15).

BEGINNING OF THE MONTH OF Ramadan.
LAILA TUL QADER (NIGHT OF VALUE) A night during
the last 10 days of Ramadan.

EID UL-FITR (1st. Shawwal)
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